
 
 live in poverty and inequalities are more pronounced in Latin 
America than any other region of the world.1  The poorest forty 
percent of the population receives just ten percent of total 
income, while roughly sixty percent of income goes to the 
wealthiest twenty percent.2

 Such extreme inequality is a formidable obstacle to 
democracy.  With highly skewed distributions of income and 
wealth, it is relatively easy for a narrow elite to dominate 
political affairs regardless of the formal institutions of 
governance.3  These people have the educational backgrounds, 
financial resources, and personal connections necessary to 
advance their interests in the political system while the poor 
and working class are largely excluded from meaningful 
participation in public affairs.  To create truly inclusionary and 
participatory political systems it will be important to reduce the 
vast imbalances in the region.  While the work of the OAS is 
laudable in many respects, political democracy will remain a 
distant aspiration in the absence of greater economic equality.
  
 

Notes 
 
                                                           
1 Inequalities in Latin America are reflected in Gini coefficients 
which range from .45 to .64.  See Economic Commission for 
Latin America and the Caribbean, 2001. 
2 In countries with the greatest inequality, such as Bolivia, 
Brazil, Guatemala, and Nicaragua, the income of the wealthiest 
twenty percent of the population is nearly thirty times that of 
the poorest twenty percent. 
3 It should thus come as little surprise that the most rigidly 
stratified sub-regions, such as Central America and the Andes, 
have traditionally had the least representative political systems.  
   

 187



                                                                                                                                         
References 

 
Acevedo, Domingo E.  and Claudio Grossman. “The OAS and the 

Protection of Democracy,” in Tom Farer (ed.) Beyond 
Sovereignty: Collectively Defending Democracy in the 
Americas.  Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 
1996: 132-149. 

Agüero, Felipe and Jeffrey Stark (eds.)  Fault Lines of 
Democracy in Post-Transition Latin America.  Miami: 
North-South Center Press, University of Miami, 1998. 

Barnes, William. “Incomplete Democracy in Central America,”  
Journal of Inter-American Studies and World Affairs,  40, 
3, 1998: 63-102. 

Bloomfield, Richard J. “Making the Western Hemisphere Safe for 
Democracy?  The OAS Defense-of-Democracy Regime,” 
Washington Quarterly, 17, 2, Spring 1994: 157-170. 

Chalmers, Douglas, Carlos Vilas, Katherine Hite, Scott Martin, 
Kerianne Piester, and Monique Segarra (eds.)  The New 
Political Inequality in Latin America: Rethinking 
Participation and Representation.  New York: Oxford 
University Press, 1997. 

Domínguez, Jorge I.  Democratic Politics in Latin America and 
the Caribbean, Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University 
Press, 1998. 

Domínguez, Jorge I. “Latin America’s Crisis of Representation,” 
Foreign Affairs, 76, 1, 1997: 100-113. 

Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean. 
“Inequality Holds Steady in the Region,” ECLAC Notes, 
18, September 2001, pp. 9-10. 

Einaudi, Luigi R.  The Common Defense of Democracy in the 
Americas.  Washington, DC: Inter-American Dialogue, 
June 1999. 

 188



                                                                                                                                         
Farer, Tom J.  (ed.) Beyond Sovereignty: Collectively Defending 

Democracy in the Americas.  Baltimore:  Johns Hopkins 
University Press, 1996. 

Gaviria, César.  “Toward the New Millennium: The Road 
Traveled 1994-1999,” Washington, DC: Organization of 
American States, June 1999. 

Hagopian, Frances.  “Traditional Power Structures and 
Democratic Governance,” in Jorge I. Domínguez and 
Abraham F. Lowenthal, (eds.) Constructing Democratic 
Governance: Latin America and the Caribbean in the 
1990s - Themes and Issues. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins 
University Press, 1996: 64-86. 

Hakim, Peter. “The OAS: Putting Principles into Practice,” 
Journal of Democracy, 4, July 1993: 39-49. 

Inter-American Dialogue.  The Organization of American States: 
Advancing Democracy, Human Rights and the Rule of 
Law, Washington, DC: Inter-American Dialogue, 
September 1994a. 

Inter-American Dialogue.  Advancing Democracy and Human 
Rights in the Americas: What Role of the OAS? 
Washington, DC: Inter-American Dialogue, May 1994b. 

Inter-American Dialogue.  The Inter-American Agenda and 
Multilateral Governance: The Organization of American 
States, Washington, DC: Inter-American Dialogue, April 
1997. 

Linz, Juan and Alfred Stepan.  Problems of Democratic 
Transition and Consolidation.  Baltimore: Johns Hopkins 
University Press, 1996. 

Millet, Richard L. “Beyond Sovereignty: International Efforts to 
Support Latin American Democracy, Journal of Inter-
American Studies and World Affairs, 36, 3, 1994: 1-23. 

Muñoz, Heraldo. “The OAS and Democratic Governance,”  
Journal of Democracy, 4, 3, July 1993: 29-38. 

 189



                                                                                                                                         
Muñoz, Heraldo. “Collective Action for Democracy in the 

Americas,” in Heraldo Muñoz and Joseph S. Tulchin 
(eds.)  Latin American Nations in World Politics. Boulder: 
Westview, 1996: 17-34. 

Muñoz, Heraldo and Mary D’Leon. “The Right to Democracy in 
the Americas,”  Journal of Inter-American Studies and 
World Affairs, 40, 1, 1998: 1-18. 

Nikken, Pedro.  “La Cooperación Internacional para la 
Promoción y Defensa de la Democracia,” in Pedro Nikken 
(ed.)  Agenda Para la Consolidacion de la Democracia en 
América Latina, San José: Inter-American Institute for 
Human Rights, 1990: 493-526. 

Organization of American States. “Program of Cooperation in 
Decentralization, Local Government, and Citizen 
Participation,” Washington, DC: Unit for the Promotion of 
Democracy, Organization of American States, 1999a. 

Organization of American States. “Program of Support for 
Legislative Institutions and Processes,” Washington, DC: 
Unit for the Promotion of Democracy, Organization of 
American States, 1999b. 

Organization of American States. “Sistema Interamericano y 
Democracia: Antecedentes Históricos y Tendencias 
Futuras,” Washington, DC: Unit for the Promotion of 
Democracy, Organization of American States, 2000. 

Oxhorn, Philip D and Graciela Ducatenzeiler (eds.)  What Kind of 
Democracy?  What Kind of Market?  Latin America in the 
Age of NeoLiberalism.  University Park: Pennsylvania 
State University Press, 1998. 

Petras, James and Steve Vieux. “The Transition to Authoritarian 
Electoral Regimes in Latin America,” Latin American 
Perspectives, 21, 4, 1994, 5-20. 

Pinheiro, Paulo Sérgio. “Democracies Without Citizenship,” 
NACLA Report on the Americas, 30, 2, 
September/October 1996, 17-23. 

 190



                                                                                                                                         
Vilas, Carlos. “Inequality and the Dismantling of Citizenship in 

Latin America,”  NACLA Report on the Americas,  31, 1, 
July/August 1997:  57-63. 

 

 

 191


	Notes

